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Apiary Meetings (Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green)
Saturday meetings start at 2.00pm

Saturday 8th Sept 
Saturday 22nd Sept 
At the Sept 8 meeting we will be starting to treat the colonies with Apiguard. For details of the product 
and it's use check  http://www.vita-europe.com Although the meeting will start at the usual 2pm we will 
have a hectic day, starting at 10am for those beginners who are building their hives, and finishing with 
an open event at 5pm. At 1pm we will be removing the mite monitoring trays and counting mites, so if 
you wish to get involved then come along early and bring magnifying equipment if you need it. You will 
need  to  know how to  do  it  in  order  to  check  your  own  levels.  The  trays  will  be  inserted 7  days 
previously. Check NBU website http://beebase.csl.gov.uk or the CSL Varroa booklet for mite levels. 

Patterson in Print – Roger Patterson

In a recent issue of Beekeepers Quarterly there are details about an Internet based Apitherapy 
Course.  It  is  run  by  Dr  Stefan  Stangaciu  and details  can be obtained from e-mailing him 
drstangaciu@apitherapy.com. These days members are more interested in the wider aspects of 
beekeeping, so if you come across any similar items then please let Rupert know.

At a recent adhoc meeting at Dounhurst we found Rosemary Howick’s hive had been tipped 
over, and the bees were completely exposed. I think this was caused by them being clouted by 
a mowing machine. They were righted and have survived, and later inspections show they are 
doing well.

Five of us attended the open day at John Murray’s downland nature reserve (what happened to 
those who booked in but didn’t turn up?) We were the only ones in attendance and considering 
it was open to the general public John must have been disappointed. We were lucky to have a 
very enthusiastic expert in Bruce Middleton as our guide. Our group was Tom Moore, Gordon 
Allan, John Glover, Sue Cooper, and myself, who are all quite knowledgeable, but Bruce was 
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way ahead of us, and we enjoyed a brilliant afternoon. Amongst other things, we saw round 
headed  rampion,  ladies  bedstraw,  a  large  whitebeam with  a  huge  amount  of  fruit,  musk, 
fragrant, and pyramidal orchids, stemless thistle, marbled white, and chalk hill blues. The rest of 
the team seemed to think I was only there to take photographs, and I suppose I have almost 
enough for a winter meeting, so if a speaker cancels late…………. Thank you John. Can we 
come again next year please?

We had a stand at the Cranleigh Show again, and the day was long, but successful. In the 
previous year we had four members in attendance during the day, but this year we had seven, 
with five at busy times, and busy we were kept. We have invested in a fold up gazebo, and 
signs which make things much easier. The foot and mouth outbreak was confirmed two days 
before,  and the organisers did well  to alter  their  programme, but  it  was noticeable that  the 
number of visitors was down on the previous year. We had two observation hives and they 
were a great attraction with many people asking sensible questions,  but  we had the usual 
predictable stupid questions which got dealt with quickly. It is encouraging that so many people 
know a little bit about bees, honey, and pollination, but depressing there are still a large number 
that show a high level of ignorance. One lady just would not believe we didn’t have wasps! 
Thanks to Mike Bunyan, Karen, Gina, Andrew, Fionn, and Daisy for the enthusiastic way they 
represented the Division, all the more remarkable because they are all fairly new to beekeeping, 
and they had some awkward questions to deal with.

I have come across a little used method of queen rearing that is attributed to a New Zealander 
called Harry Cloake. A small amount of equipment will need to be made or modified, but it 
seems so good I can’t understand why I haven’t heard of it before. Due to the recent problems 
with queens it is important we try to produce the best we can, and the Cloake method ensures 
plenty of bees, and the benefits of using the same colony as both starter and cell raiser, with the 
advantage of returning the colony back to honey production if required. A websearch will find 
what little there is on it, but it is a bit extravagant for those who want less than about 10 queens. 
As you can probably imagine a slightly modified version will be tried out on Patterson’s Bee 
Ranch next year.

Late one Monday evening recently I saw some larvae in one of my colonies that looked horribly 
like EFB, and although the light was poor I was fairly certain what it was. I called Alan Byham 
who couldn’t get to me until  Friday, but he advised me there was a standstill  order on that 
apiary, and I wasn’t to move anything in or out. The queen in that colony is 12 months old and 
has been laying really well, and on two occasions we have taken larvae from the colony for 
queen rearing, but recently she has shown signs of failing and was only laying on one frame, 
and there were a couple of supersedure cells. I was rather concerned because I had three of 
the Divs mating nuclei, and a small colony belonging to Daisy in my apiary, and I get involved 
with a lot of other bees belonging to members and the Div. There was an outbreak of EFB 
locally a few years ago, and I thought that had resurfaced.

Alan arrived and we inspected the suspect colony first.  He removed a couple of larvae with 
tweezers and said “no that’s not EFB”, but the next two he said “that is”, and put them in the 
test kit  to check. They were negative, so he did it again with another couple of larvae. Still 
negative. This surprised both of us. Although I have seen many queens fail, I have never seen 
anything like this,  and it  even fooled someone who is trained to detect disease. Please be 
aware there are strange things happening with bees at the moment and it’s better to call Alan, 
than leave it to build up into a bigger problem that is difficult to control. EFB is at a very high 
level this year, so keep checking your bees.

Some of  us  hope to  attend  Thorne’s  sale  at  Stockbridge and are  happy to  get  items for 
members. These will be second quality National parts only, and are the same as we use for the 
beginners packages. There may be knots and imperfections, but within reason we will sort them 
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if we can. These sales are very hectic, and we will be unable to get anything else. If you would 
like some, please let me know, preferably by e-mail by Sept 20th. The expected prices are as 
follows but with a fuel contribution please.
Solid floor  £9,  Super £9,  Broodchamber £12,  Roof  £13,  Crownboard £5.25.  Cash only,  no 
cheques please, on collection which will be at meetings.

I will not be advising on varroa treatments, as I would need the information you can collect anyway, and heavily 
infested colonies can collapse quickly, and I don't want to be responsible for lost colonies.

Roger Patterson.

 

Meeting Reports 

I am very grateful for reports of meetings that I can include in the newsletter. It keeps those that can’t attend in 
touch with what’s happening - Rupert 

Honey Show

Congratulations to Judy Knight for winning the George Wakeford memorial rose bowl for the best exhibit 
in the show with her naturally crystallised honey. She also wins the Burch cup for the most points in the 
show,  with  a  tie  for  second  place  between  Mervyn,  Suzanne  and  Roger  Putland.  William  Knight 
would get the perseverance trophy if we had one, his original fudge entry having been stolen by the 
family dog the night before, so he made another batch on the day.

Class 1st 2nd 3rd VHC HC
1 Light honey John Mildenhall Derek Ready
2 Medium honey Judy Knight Mervyn Evans Jones
3 Dark Honey No entries
4 Naturally Crystallised Judy Knight
5 Creamed Honey No entries
6 Novice Gordon Allan Tom Moore
7 Decorative beeswax No entries
8 3 labelled for sale Judy Knight
9 Comment 5 Entries
10 Best flavour Judy Knight Derek Ready Grdon Allen Mervyn Evans Jines Tom Moore
11 Frame Mervyn Evans Jones Suzanne Tilley Judy Knight
12 Cut comb Suzanne Tilley
13 Wax cake No Entries
14 Gift class No Entries
15 Dry mead John Moldenhall
16 Sweet mead No Entries
17 Sultana cake Roger Putland Karen Clemens
18 Lemon cake Roger Putland Rosie Knight Karen Clemens
19 Children's biscuits Matthew Clemens William Knight Emma Clemens
20 Fudge William Knight
21 Label Design Emma Clemens Matthew Clemens
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 County News

County News from the Chairman Roger Patterson
(Telephone 01403 790 637 or E-mail r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk)

There is currently an E-petition to the Prime Minister for more bee research funding, and the link 
is below. Please sign it, and get others to as well, as the health of our pollinating insects affects 
everybody whether they keep bees or not. 
 
http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/bee-unit-funding/ 
 
There is Foul Brood on the increase locally, the possible threat of CCD, and the Queen Mating Problem I have 
been trying to highlight for some time which has been bad this year. These all need research facilities, and there 
is a move to reduce what little funding there already is.

We are fast approaching the end of the active season. Make sure you monitor varroa levels before and after you 
treat. If you intend to use pyrethroids make sure you test for resistance.

If your Division has winter meetings then attend them, as you can often pick up ideas from elsewhere, even if you 
modify them to suit you. Don’t forget other Div’s will welcome you to their meetings.

Roger Patterson.

County  Diary  –  Around  the  Divisions  –  all  Members  are  most  
welcome at all Meetings
Chichester – contact Chris Burnett on 01243 514642 for details.  
Meetings at Bader Arms, Tangmere at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated. 
Wed. 19 Honey Pot Labeling and the law - Christine Stevens.
  
Worthing contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369 
Website www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/org.uk 
Winter meetings at Ferring village hall. Arrive at 7.15pm. Commencing at 7.30pm  
Thurs Sept13th  Preparing for winter. Beginners and improvers.
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